TOPIC: 
IN SUPPORT OF NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED END OF LIFE ORDERS INCLUDING ADVANCE DIRECTIVE

SUBMITTED BY: 
North Carolina Association of Nursing Students, Raleigh, North Carolina
WHEREAS, 
Advance directives have been in affect since 1976 and widely available since the Patient Self Determination Act of 1991. However less than 25% of Americans have completed a written Advance Directive. ( Roessel 2007, page 38) and
WHEREAS, 
“The law gives patient’s autonomy in determining their end-of-life wishes. It also protects health care workers who follow their patient’s wishes in end-of-life care” (Connell & Mallory 2007, page 163) and
WHEREAS, 
“Most health care professionals understand they have a duty to listen to the wishes of their patients no matter how they are expressed.” (Aging With Dignity, 2007) and
WHEREAS
Currently, “since every state has different laws it is important to use state-specific advance directives” (NHAPCO, Page 3) “The Patient Self determination act does not standardize advance directive legislation/forms across all states. Each state remains empowered to legislate how advance directives are used in that state.” (Bosek 2007, page 191) and
WHEREAS, 
The Uniform Health Determination Act encourages uniform enactment in all states. Statutes currently enacted within a state commonly conflict with statutes of different states. “In an increasingly mobile society where an advance health-care directive in one state must frequently be implemented in another, there is a need for greater uniformity.” (NCCUSL 1993, page 1) and
WHEREAS, 
The Advance Planning and Compassionate Care Act of 2007 (S. 464) would “develop standards to assess end-of-life care and require a national uniform policy on advance directives, and create a national information hotline to support patients and families making decisions about end-of-life and hospice care.” (Rockefeller, 2007) and
WHEREAS, 
“Many factors can shift the focus away from a patient’s ultimate wishes. A patient should be able to spend their last days on their own terms, above all legal, medical and procedural demands.”(Rockefeller, 2007) therefore be it
RESOLVED, 
that the North Carolina Association of Nursing Students (NCANS) encourage its constituents to support increased awareness of and education about the necessity of nationally recognized advance directives; and therefore be it further
RESOLVED,
that NCANS encourage integration of content on the importance of discussing end-of-life wishes and advanced directives with the patient population into nursing curricula; and therefore be it further
RESOLVED,
that NCANS foster the importance of nationally recognized advance directives by educating its constituents through articles in the Hypodermic E-zine and focus sessions at convention, if feasible; and therefore be it further
RESOLVED,
that NCANS send a copy of this resolution to the American Nurses Association, the American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing, National Student Nurses Association, the National Organization for Associate Degree Nursing, the National League for Nursing, the Center for Nursing Advocacy, ,the American Assembly for Men in Nursing, the American College of Healthcare executives, the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, the American Hospital Association, United States Senate and United States Congress and all others deemed appropriate by the NCANS Board of Directors.
