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TOPIC:
IN SUPPORT OF REDUCING BARRIERS FOR THE UTILIZATION OF EVIDENCE-BASED NURSING RESEARCH IN THE CLINICAL SETTING

SUMITTED BY:
The North Carolina Association of Nursing Students 2007-2008 Board of Directors
AUTHORS:

Kristin Wainwright
WHEREAS, 
 “Many practicing nurses are unaware of the concept of evidence-based practice; do not feel skilled in finding or evaluating evidence; or do not understand how to practice from an evidence base” (Mitchell, 2006, p. 528); and
WHEREAS,
“Nurses who have undertaken research training, even those with a PhD, are not being adequately supported as research-active practitioners. The lack of organizational supports, lack of time, and mentorship for practicing clinicians to learn and use evidence-based practices also remains a substantial barrier” (Mitchell, 2006, p. 528); and

WHEREAS, 
Health care is moving “towards a more informed team approach based on sound evidence and an enhancement of research capacity and capability of nursing. This requires practicing nurses become research aware and research active while also coping with the increasingly complex nature of modern health care in a highly competitive, performance driven service” (Watson, Clarke, Swallow, & Forster, 2005, p. 1043); and
WHEREAS, 
Nurses “identify the following as barriers to utilizing research in clinical practice: current organizational initiatives, which cause distraction from research goals, lack of administrative support to implement nursing research findings,  lack of funding to support a study, limited access to research information, limited research knowledge, limited time to review research-based articles” (Loera, 2006, p. 252); therefore be it
RESOLVED,
that the North Carolina Association of Nursing Students (NCANS) encourage its constituents to support current and future legislation regarding reducing barriers to utilization of evidence-based nursing research in the clinical setting; and be it further

RESOLVED, 
that NCANS encourage its constituents to learn about issues of utilization of evidence-based nursing research in the clinical setting through publication of articles in the Hypodermic, professional nursing journals, and focus sessions at the Mid-Year and Annual Conventions, if feasible; and be it further

RESOLVED, 
that NCANS encourage its constituents to become involved in efforts to promote the use of evidence-based nursing research in the clinical setting in their communities through volunteer activities; and be it further

RESOLVED, 
that NCANS encourage its constituents to collaborate with nursing programs to incorporate education incorporating the utilization of evidence-based nursing research into the clinical setting; and be it further

RESOLVED, 
that NCANS send a copy of this resolution to the National Student Nurses’ Association, North Carolina Nurses’ Association, American Nurses’ Association, North Carolina League for Nursing, the National League for Nursing, and all others deemed appropriate by the NCANS Board of Directors.
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Addresses:

National Student Nurses’ Association

45 Main Street, Suite 606
Brooklyn, NY 11201

North Carolina Nurses’ Association

PO Box 12025 

Raleigh, NC 27605-2025
American Nurses’ Association

8515 Georgia Avenue, Suite 400
Silver Spring, MD 20910

North Carolina League for Nursing

c/o Dr. Julia Aucoin, President NCLN

4405 Bracada Drive
Durham, NC 27705
National League for Nursing

61 Broadway, 33rd Floor

New York, NY 10006

Cost:

Copies of resolution 30 cents x 5 copies = $1.50
Mailing $2 x 5 = $10

Total = $11.50

Abstract of Purpose:

The purpose of this resolution is to encourage the utilization of evidence-based practice by nurses in the clinical setting.  This can be done by identifying and eliminating perceived and actual barriers to evidence-based practice from the level of the individual to that of the organization. 
Intended Outcomes of Resolution:
That nurses in the clinical setting will better understand evidence-based practice and will more actively utilize evidence-based practice. Nurses will have more readily available access to recent journal articles in their field of practice and feel comfortable searching for and reviewing nursing journals. Hospitals and other healthcare settings will actively encourage the use of evidence-based practice and provide opportunities for expanding evidence-based knowledge. Nurses will present and educate each other on evidence-based practice in their specialty.  
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